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Event Calendar 

Monthly Meetings 

3rd Tuesday or Thursday in 

month February through No-

vember 7.30pm.  The Park Farm 

Hotel & Country Club, Banesley 

Lane, Ravensworth, NE11 0HS.  

2010 

Feb    Thurs 18th 

Mar    Tues 16th ð AGM 

April    Thurs 22nd 

May    Tues 18th 

June    Thurs 17th 

July    Tues 20th 

Aug    Thurs 19th 

Sept    Tues 21st 

Oct    Thurs 21st 

Nov     Tues 16th 
 

2011 

Feb    Tues 15th 

Mar    Thurs 17th 

 

Proposed Events 2010 

BikeWise  

Rainton Meadows  

Otterburn  

Hartside Cafe 

GNAA Mystery Ride 

 

 

Open Roads 
Northeast 

Dear Members 

Please take 5 minutes out to mark up the diary dates for 2010 

in your calendar and checkout the newly updated website at 

http://www.roadar -northeast.co.uk/ 

After witnessing a drop in the numbers of members attend-

ing the monthly meetings the committee is keen to publish 

the dates of the monthly meetings in 2010 to give members a 

sporting chance of attending.  John Ennis has completely 

revised the website and so details of upcoming events and 

meetings will appear online in advance of the eventðThanks 

John.  We hope this increase in communication will encour-

age attendance at the monthly meetings and events.  

Also it is likely that the club will be sending more emails in 

2010 to the membership to keep them up to date with meet-

ings, events and other news.  If you have changed your email 

(or snail mail) address since joining please help us update 

our records by emailing Colin at membership@roadar-

northeast.co.uk. 

The club is currently planning attending several events (such 

as BikeWise) next year.  Dates will be published as soon as 

they are confirmed.  This year however we struggled to at-

tend  some events due to the low numbers of volunteers.  

Well done to those who came along. If you would like to 

volunteer to man the stand at an event next year for a couple 

of hours then please contact Harry. 

Hope you enjoy this issue sorry its late.  

Best wishes. 

Mel 

Diary dates & updated website 

T h e  N e w s l e t t e r  o f  t h e  R o S P A  A d v a n c e d  D r i v e r s  a n d  R i d e r s  N o r t h e a s t  G r o u p 
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I am part of Hatzola First Person on the 

Scene first aid group that serves the local 

community in Gateshead. A number of us 

have signed up for training with RoADAR 

under the capable tutelage of Harry Moir. 

Despite only having had one session (I had 

to pass up on two as I was abroad), I feel I 

have benefited greatly. 

 The drive itself was a breath of fresh air. I 

have been driving for twenty plus years, yet 

I learnt new stuff about cornering and nego-

tiating bends that I hade never considered 

before. Harry is a pro at getting the material 

across ï confident yet not pushy and takes 

the time to explain the rationale behind a lot 

of the techniques. 

 Whilst abroad in Israel, I rented a car and 

felt I had gained much from my single 

RoADAR session whilst traversing strange 

roads in a foreign country. My thanks to the 

volunteers at RoADAR for the wonderful 

work they do. I look forward to my next ses-

sion and to breaking twenty years of habit in 

my ñpalmingò of the steering wheel whilst 

undertaking manoeuvres. I will let go in the 

end (of the habit ï not the wheel!) 

Kind regards  

Moishe Fordsham  

GATESHEAD HATZOLO 

 

 

 

 Wish now I'd got in touch with you for a bit of 

advice ! 

 

Boat  Launching Procedures  

 

So here it is.   

I just bought  a new boat and decided to take 'er 

for the maiden voyage this  past weekend.  

This is my  first boat and I wasn't quite sure of 

the exact Standard  Operating Procedures for 

launching it off a ramp, but I  figured it couldn't 

be too hard.  

I consulted my  local boat dealer for advice, but 

they just said "don't let  the trailer get too deep 

when you are trying to launch the  boat".  

What am I doing wrong?  

Well, I don't know what  they meant by that as I 

could barely get the trailer in the  water at all!  

  

Anyhow, here's  a picture below. See for your-

self. What am I doing  wrong? 

 

Regards,  

John Hutton 

Letters 
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Bike or Car?: Bike 

How did you get involved with Advanced Driving/

Riding? 

Firstly through training L riders and being asked 

what comes next. I took the IAM test first, through 

DAM and after a few years I thought it was a bit 

of a cheek calling myself an advanced rider when I 

had not been tested for so long. I knew RoSPA re-

tested every three years and graded your test so I 

thought lets have a go at that one. 

 

How long have you been a tutor? 

I have not been tutoring that long for the group 

about a year or so. 

 

How has been a tutor improved your riding/

driving? 

It helps to keep my own skills up to date, being 

asked questions by the person you have out is a 

good reminder for me that I am learning every 

time I am out riding too. 

 

What do you enjoy most about tutoring? 

Sharing my knowledge and experiences with other 

riders hopefully to help them become safer riders 

and to see the improvement in their riding confi-

dence. 

 

Whatôs the strangest/most amusing thing which 

has happened whilst tutoring? 

One of the strangest things that has happened was 

not tutoring for the group but I am going to tell 

you anyway. I did have a rather larger girl who 

only wanted to ride a scooter, it didnôt take long to 

find out why. As we approached a roundabout I 

asked her to slow down, there were about five cars 

in front of us, again I asked her to slow down but 

before I could finish, she had swung her legs 

through the scooter and ran alongside the bike 

passing the five cars, onto the roundabout off at 

the first exit ( just as well I asked for the first exit) 

back onto the scooter and away she went leaving 

me five cars back at the roundabout. As you can 

imagine I always expect the unexpected and nothing 

shocks me too much anymore. 

Now a funny thing, well I thought it was. When I 

was first taken out by John Ennis, not when I first 

joined the group but a year later when I had my first 

observed ride (but thatôs another story) I was on my 

special VFR 750 having a good ride, (John must 

have thought this fella is great, not much to do, I 

think I will pull him over and have a chat). Unfortu-

nately a little problem had occurred with the elec-

trics, when we started up my bike wouldnôt ! what a 

good first impression. ñGive me a push John some-

thing's happenedò I said. Off we went, John pushing 

and me sitting on the bike. Should be ok now lets 

have a long ride to charge the battery. Second stop 

left me in the same state as before with me looking 

at John nodding to the back of my bike to indicate 

for John to push me again, I couldnôt quite make out 

what John was saying but I sure it was all good and 

I have never seen him sweat as much since. 

 

What would you say to existing advanced drivers/

riders to encourage them to become a tutor? 

If you have the time to help someone become a 

safer rider it will give you great satisfaction to know 

you made a difference to the safety of them and 

others who use the roads. It will also help you in 

your own riding.  

 

60 Second Tutor Profile :  Dave Summers 
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A local company can now embroider our 

RoADAR Northeast logo on your own polo 

shirt 

and can supply shirts as well, according to 

individual requirements.  The company is :- 

 

      LogoBear 

      Isle 3 

      Grainger Market 

      Newcastle upon Tyne 

      Tel: 0191 222 1138 

      http://www.logobear.co.uk 

 

The embroidery cost alone is £7.50, with 

additional cost if they supply the shirt. 

The club's preferred colour for polo shirts is 

black or dark blue, but you can choose your 

own colour. 

 

The company will also put a black logo on 

the reverse of a high-vis jacket for RoADAR 

tutors. 

The cost is £10, with an additional cost if 

they supply the jacket - depending on your 

requirements. 

 

Embroidery is usually done within a day or 

two of supplying or ordering the polo shirt, 

and high-vis jackets can be printed while-

you-wait.  Give them a call and refer to the 

RoADAR logo.  

John Ennis 

Group polo shirts and high-vis jackets 

Its your Newsletter  

I try to publish the newsletter 4 times a year, unfortunately this issue is rather late.  One of the reasons 

for this was the lack of material to publish.  Members contributions are valued and I would appreciate 

any submission no matter how small. Please send whatever you have to me at  

editor@roadar-northeast.co.uk.   

http://www.logobear.co.uk
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60 Second Committee Member Profile :Lynne Wood/Forsyth 

Iôm not a tutor but I am a committee member/

Treasurer 

Bike or Car?: Car 

 

How did you get involved with Advanced Driving/

Riding?  

Needed advanced training prior to being able to 

drive an ambulance for St John Ambulance. 

 

How long have you been a tutor?  

Iôm not ï Iôm the Treasurer but have tutored in the 

past. A bigger family and greater demands on time 

now mean that Iôm not able to tutor. 

 

How has been a tutor improved your riding/

driving?  

Personally I am constantly looking at my driving 

and trying to drive to the ósystemô. If I ever get 

this wrong, husband and tutor Ray Forsyth is usu-

ally there to put me right. 

 

What do you enjoy most about tutoring?  

It keeps your driving fresh because you need to 

know your stuff in order to tutor someone else 

well. 

 

Whatôs the strangest/most amusing thing which 

has happened whilst tutoring?  

Having a complete blank moment and coming to a 

stop whilst sat in a HUGE óno parkingô hash lined 

box ï very embarrassing but funny at the time. 

IT TURNS out deciding to sit your advance 

test is a little like facing up to an addiction - 

admission is the first and biggest step to 

something about it. 

What would you say to existing advanced drivers/

riders to encourage them to become a tutor? Itôs a 

good way to give something back to the group. 

The membership fee that we pay is minimal rela-

tive to the hours of training that we receive as 

associates. This is a good way to pass on what you 

have learned and are continuing to learn at the cost 

of perhaps an hour a week. 

 

Is there anything else you would like to tell us 

about tutoring. 

We are making an effort to provide continual re-

fresher courses for anyone tutoring so that we are 

all teaching the same things. If you feel you would 

benefit from a day brushing up your tutoring 

skills, then contact Ray Forsyth to arrange this. 

 

 

Come on Tutors and Committee Members ð donôt be Shy 

If you are a RoADAR Tutor then please take a minute to email me the answers to the above questions.  

I will include them in future newsletters. If you have a mug shot then please send that too!!.  
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Every now and again, itôs good to do something ridiculous, if not completely potty. And so it 

was, that I chased the 12.07 train from Hexham to Hawick up to Falstone.  

Now the rails had long 

gone but this wasnôt a 

problem. I had the time-

table, you see. Not just 

any timetable, of course. 

Oh no. To be precise, 

one dated September 

27th 1948 until further 

notice, Price threepence. 

I would race the train 

from that, using the 

B31, which emerged 

from the BSA factory in 

1947.  

 

Over summer 2008, the whole idea of ñchasingò the train developed a life of its own. Fiction 

and fact became intermingled to produce a tall tale, which, if nothing else, would provide a 

good excuse for a run out. 

My feisty Great Aunt (who actually deserted Northumberland for the bright lights of London 

in the twenties and drove an ambulance during the Blitz) came back to Hexham for a few 

years in the late forties. With her MG embedded in a dry stone wall, she was somewhat stuck 

for transport, when an invitation to a wedding in Falstone plopped through the letterbox in 

August 1948. A suggestion that she might ride pillion on the brand new Beesa invoked a 

response of ñNot on your life, ducky. A charming thought, of course, but Iôll take the train.ò 

And so it was that she steamed out of Hexham on the 12.07 to Hawick on Saturday 2nd Octo-

ber 1948, leaving her hat box behind on the platform. 

The Border Counties branch ran up the remote North Tyne valley into the lonely hills on the 

Scottish Border. Three trains a day ran up to Riccarton Junction and sometimes on to 

Hawick. It was a run through glorious scenery but made little money. Much of the land is 

good only for grazing sheep or growing timber. But the roads are great on a bike, especially 

an old bike. 

Chasing the Train 

1948 Timetable 
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Back to Hexham station and onwards sixty years in time. Itôs Saturday, 4th October 2008. 

The station clock (now digital) shows 12.07. Standing on the down platform I suddenly spot 

a vibrant hat box left lying on a seat. ñMy goodness, sheôs left her hat behindò.  

Striding out of the station, the hat box is tied on to the rack of the trusty B31 with twine. This 

takes several minutes. The B31 fires on the first kick but it takes another couple of minutes 

to get out of the station approach, due to heavy Saturday traffic ï not a problem the rider 

would have had in 1948, I suspect. The clock is ticking. By now the train would be four 

miles away. Weôre still in Hexham. Come on, come on. Canôt you see we have a train to 

catch? 

Finally, someone stops to let us out and weôre off. Old OS maps shows that in the 1940s the 

road weôre following led only to Acomb and the North Tyne valley ï a typical country road. 

Nowadays the A69 dual carriageway blasts along this route for a few hundred yards. The 

Beesaôs pulling well but thereôs no need to slow up for the speed camera on this section. 

Once weôre on to the A6079 proper, the remaining twenty five miles are little changed over 

the last 60 years. As the road runs north, it climbs up out of the valley, leaving the railway 

far below. Passing Wall station weôre ten minutes behind the train. Is that why thereôs no tell

-tale smoke from the loco to be seen? Itôs easy to ignore sixty years on these roads. 

The weatherôs probably not changed much 

either. Hexhamôs persistent drizzle had now 

turned heavier. The forecast for the following 

day, a Sunday, was perfect with warm golden 

sunshine. We couldnôt do the run then, of 

course, as the timetable showed that the 

trains ran ñWeek Days onlyò, meaning Mon-

days to Saturdays inclusive. 

This was the first time Iôd had the old crate 

out in such grotty weather. Water spray was 

everywhere but the magneto and spark plug 

kept performing admirably. Humshaugh sta-

tion is on our left, across the fields, as we 

cross the Roman Wall and head past the 

farmstead at Dunkirk. Plodding on under a 

skew viaduct, we roar up to Chollerton sta-

tion and turn off the main road. The nearby 

church incorporates several Roman pillars, 

recycled in some earlier century, from a 

nearby Roman edifice.  
Hexham Stationð12:07 
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Were we catching up the train? Past Barrasford we hurried, the highway running a few hun-

dred yards to the west of the railway. Slowly the Beesa gathered speed on the narrow lanes, 

its barking exhaust bouncing off stretches of dry stone wall. Swinging round Chipchase Cas-

tle, the road runs next to the trackbed. Slowly we were making up time. There was the un-

mistakable smell of coal smoke in the air as we passed a cottage. It might have been from the 

train ï just a loco with one or two coaches. 

At Wark, the station lies a mile or so from the village. The road crosses the North Tyne on a 

spindly, metal bridge. From here up to Bellingham, thereôs a typical Border Country ñAò 

road ï twisty, narrow, quiet. The B31 was on home ground. 50 mph is fast enough for me on 

a rigid 350. Itôs the speed at which the exhaust beats become a steady drone ï glorious.  

On the other side of the river, the line runs via Redesmouth, where a line from Morpeth 

comes in from the east. A four minute stop was timetabled there, which could only help the 

hatbox catch up with its owner. Five minutes later, the train had reached Bellingham (North 

Tyne), whose long nameboard can now be seen in the railway museum at York.  

The road runs gently downhill towards Bellingham, and weôre rushing along. Over the river 

yet again and left towards Tarset ï more time saved as weôve no need to enter Bellingham 

proper. Itôs 1.00pm as the Beesa starts to accelerate away from the 30 mph limit and the 

trainôs still ahead. The exhaust note quietens as I change gear, the rain pours down and Wan-

dering Willieôs nowhere to be seen. This Hawick-based engine, together with a handful of 

D30 classmates was often at work on this lonely line. Named after characters in Sir Walter 

Scottôs novels, the first appeared in 1912 and the last was scrapped in 1960 

At Lanehead, near Tarset station, the narrow lane via Rushend and Donkleywood beckons. 

Itôs shorter than the main road but slower and gated.  Climbing above the line, up on to open 

fell, the bikeôs still pulling well. Stopping to open a gate, the hat box seems to be sagging in 

the wet. Will it stay intact until Falstone church? Trundling onwards to Thorneyburn level 

crossing, the railway gates are open (as always nowadays) but thereôs another gate for the 

livestock and itôs shut. I manage to flood the Amal 276 and it takes a couple of minutes to 

get the old plodder started again. Rounding a sharp bend, we meet a herd of cattle that look 

amazed to see any traffic, let alone an old BSA. They stare in amazement. Moo look - a B31 

ï not seen one of those for ages. They shuffle off the road, leaving us to tiptoe through a 

quagmire. The Beesa is not at all fazed by this nasty mess and squelches onwards. Another 

few miles and we pass Falstone station ï no train to be seen as weôre seven minutes late.  

Now Iôd guess it would take seven minutes to get off the train, walk down the road, under the 

railway bridge and up to St Peterôs Church, so weôd have caught up with Great Aunt M. just 

by the gate. Thatôs my thought anyway.  
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Back to 2008 and the rainôs still coming down in torrents. Falstone Tearoom looks more at-

tractive than a photo stop by the church so we head there first. Thereôs no one else inside ï 

strange this, as weôre having plenty of fun. Ever welcoming, theyôre prepared for motorcy-

clists, particularly wet ones, to whom they dispense plastic bags, to protect their chairs. Then 

weôre given their full attention and order corned beef pie (authentic for 1948, you see). Not 

sure if the coffee cake was authentic too, but it tasted good. We strung out this feast for an 

hour and a half but the precipitation never stopped. 

 

So it was that we headed home in an authentic, Cheviot downpour. Iôd wager thatôs not 

changed much in sixty years either. 

Simon Hadden 

Bike at Falstone Church 
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In the first six months of this year there have been 64 reported motorcycle collisions on 

the roads of County Durham & Darlington  

Of the 64 recorded collisions, 18 of them have been classified as serious and only 3 were 

reported that involved no injury to a rider or pillion! 

 

Analysis of our collisions has highlighted many factors, none of which are particularly sur-

prising. As in previous years, common types of motorcycle collision continue to be promi-

nent in our County. 

 

¶ Failure to negotiate bends on rural A class roads. 

¶ Collisions at junctions both in urban and rural areas. 

¶ Collisions whilst overtaking/filtering. 

¶ Rider losing control of machine where no other vehicles are involved ie diesel spillage/
animals etc. 
 

To emphasise and quantify this in our region: 

 

 7 (11%) riders failed to negotiate a bend on a rural road as a consequence of their own riding 

ability. 

 There were 38 (59%) recorded collisions at junctions both in urban and rural areas. Perhaps 

surprisingly only 21 of the 38 collisions were down to the actions of another road user and 

not the motorcyclist involved. 

 8 (12%) motorcyclists were injured as a result of overtaking across junctions or filtering at 

inappropriate speed. 

 There were 9 (14%) collisions as a consequence of diesel or gravel on the road surface or as 

a result of animals ie sheep/birds etc. 

 

Junctions 

Collisions at junctions continue to be the most common type of collision involving motorcy-

cles. Many of these collisions are caused by needless overtaking at or near a junction or poor 

lane discipline on roundabouts. 

 

Always look well ahead and try to anticipate the actions of other vehicles. Have a mental 

plan in your mind of how to react to each circumstance and try to make yourself as visible as 

possible with good road positioning. 

 

Bends On Rural Roads 

The biggest advantage to the safe negotiation of a bend is road positioning. Get it 

right, and with the correct entry speed and gear choice, all bends will be a pleasure to 

ride.  

Durham Police Motorcycle section 
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Overtaking/Filtering  

This is one of the most hazardous manoeuvres to complete on a motorcycle. Many of 

our recorded collisions are as a result of motorcyclists overtaking at or near a junction. 

You don't know what the driver you're passing is about to do, or what may emerge 

from the junction mouth. Remember, "wait a second", make sure its clear and safe 

before you commit to the overtake.  

 

Other Hazards  

14% of recorded collisions are as a direct result of the road surface or animals. It's not 

only diesel that gives great concern. Loose chippings, farmyard deposits, rabbits/

sheep/birds have all contributed to our statistics.  

 

Scooters & Commuters  

Our figures show that there are an alarming number of scooters/mopeds and bikes 

under 125cc predominately ridden by under 21's that are involved in collisions.  

 

27 out of the 64 total collisions were bikes under 125cc, 6 of which resulted in serious 

injuries being caused to the rider. Many of these injuries could have been reduced by 

the rider wearing suitable protective clothing. Just because your bike won't do 150 

mph doesn't mean it won't hurt when you fall off.  A full set of race leathers may look 

excessive on a scooter but be sensible about it. Good boots, gloves and some protec-

tion for you knees and elbows will make a big difference if it all goes wrong.  

 

 

In 48% of all collisions the rider was deemed to be at fault and almost 1 in 3 of these 

resulted in serious injury to the rider or pillion.  Remember, motorcycles are not dan-

gerous in themselves. It's only the way they are ridden that can change this and this 

is so evident from our figures.  

 

Ride with respect for yourself, for your bike, for the communities you ride in and for 

other road users.  Think, it's not only you that hurts if you are involved in a collision. 

We are all precious and have friends and family that want to see us home safe!  

 

Our collision statistics to date are similar to last year but it's been much better biking 

weather so in some regards that's encouraging ... with continued effort I'm sure we 

can show improvement by the end of the year.  

            PC 194 Tony Richmond  

              Motorcycle Section  

              Headquarters OSD  

tony.richmond@durham.pnn.police.uk  
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During an interview with a police officer at work, I mentioned I had done the young driversô 

course run by Durham County Council as part of a story and found it really useful, but not 

quite enough. 

Within an hour, Jim Muter was on the phone. He already had an instructor lined up and won-

dered when I was ready to get cracking. 

A monthly meeting and a much-needed car change later, and we were on the road. Jim had 

arranged for Ray Forsyth to see me through, as his home is just a 10 minute drive from work, 

and so the first of the weekly sessions began. 

I had already come up with a list of faults I needed to address. By the end of that initial les-

son, Ray had come up with one of his own, so there was a lot of work to be done. 

A relatively late comer to driving, passing my test at 22. It made a huge difference, giving 

me independence and the chance to get out and speak to the people I was interviewing face 

to face and avoid the trappings of public transport - train and bus timetables donôt really 

comply with the timings of council or court hearings, or indeed news in general.  

I loved driving. The only thing was although not lacking in confidence, I didnôt think I was 

very good at it, but desperately wanted to be. 

So while getting behind the wheel gave me freedom, sitting my advanced test transformed 

the way I did it. 

Having a close friend nearly killed in a car accident and being involved in a few bumps be-

cause of others, and plenty of near misses down to my own errors, also hit home the impor-

tance of being a competent driver. 

I think it's fair to say it was hard work for both of us and I will forever be indebted to Ray, 

Lynne, and their family for all the time and support they all gave me. 

Now the proud owner of a gold pass, and a veteran, or perhaps repeat casualty, of Rayôs 

jokes, Iôll merrily chirp on to anyone who stands still long enough about the benefits of 

studying for the test and the difference it has made. 

While I know I still have room for improvement, I know Iôm a safer and better driver, and, 

whether they like it or not, tell others how they would be if they took the test too! 

 
Fiona Thompson 

Fionaôs Experience 
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This was one of the events the group attended this year.  It was the first time out for the Gazeboðand 

as you can guess it rained!  Typically the rain was at its hardest whilst we were setting up.  Eventu-

ally the rain stopped,  we got dried out and the show carried on!.  The rest is history as they say.  

Here are the Pix .... 

RoADAR Northeast at Rainton Meadows Fun Day,  6th June 2009 

Ahem AhemðWhat's going on here ? 
Please email your captions to editor@roadar-northeast.co.uk   

? 
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(Nothing to do with anti-ageing potions Iôm afraid.) 

Along with RoSPA at national level, the local group has always been keen to attract 

that most vulnerable of age groups: 17-24 year olds. What prompted this article was 

a realisation that several of my neighboursô offspring are using the summer holiday 

break to learn to drive. I count four within a 50 yard radius ï which got me thinking 

about how I (and perhaps you) could sow some (RoSPA) seeds. I approached Eliza-

beth Wragg at HQ about the available attractions to the young members. Apparently 

the Marmalade scheme of insurance discounts has been discontinued ñas it wasnôt 

very successfulò. This is curious given that the main thing to appeal to most young 

drivers is insurance: I can only assume it wasnôt successful with insurers.  Elizabeth 

reports that HQ is ñcurrently in the middle of a project and are talking to many in-

surers, to aim for better discounts for tested members! The current Adrian Flux offer 

is quite good though, I think younger drivers benefit slightly more than older ones. 

Only disadvantage is that they offer 10% off a renewal quote, so you need to have 

held a policy in your own name before.ò That need for a previous policy makes for a 

fairly weak attraction: insurance companies!  

Elizabeth also points out that ñof course the main benefit is that you are less likely to 

kill yourself on the road (parents like that one)ò.  Persuading parents is probably the 

easy part of course: we need enthusiastic recruitsééand the more 17-24 year olds 

we have on-board the more persuasive we can be through them.  

 

The Young Driver Assessment was developed for the Marmalade Scheme and that is 

still offered. I have copied details at the end of the article for anyone interested.  

[There is the other alternative of Pass+ on which I am totally unqualified to com-

ment.] What strikes me about the Young Driver Assessment is that with a £40 price 

tag and a 4-6 week wait, why not get them straight into advanced training for a mere 

£15 (still an amazing up-front deal) ï I realise we need the tutors to train them but 

personally, if we are talking of neighboursô kids I would be happy to extend my tu-

toring load and possibly use some sort of group tutoring approach if there was suffi-

cient local interest. 

Lowering the Groups Average Age 
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I would be interested in the views of other members (tutors especially) as to how 

best to proceed on this (or simply to disagree with anything above!) communicated 

either through the Editor or direct to me at j.w.steele@btinternet.com 

Young Driver Assessment    

The Young Driver Assessment is purely a review of your driving to ensure that you 

have developed your skills beyond the point of passing the practical driving test. It 

last about an hour and is the perfect opportunity to discuss any aspects of driving 

that you are unsure of. 

Who is it aimed at?  

The Young Driver Assessment is aimed at those aged 17 to 24, from six months af-

ter gaining a full driving licence. It is not a formal test, just an honest, objective and 
completely confidential assessment of your driving. All assessments must be taken 

in your own roadworthy vehicle. 

What are the benefits?   

Passing the theory and practical tests does not mean that you are any more than a 

competent driver in a series of vehicle control related challenges in benign condi-

tions.  

Traffic accidents account for almost half of all accidental deaths in Britain and are 

the largest single cause of death and injury to young adults. It is therefore important 

to ensure that your skills are at a good level and that you are safe on the road. 

Who is the Assessor?   
All RoSPA Assessors hold the Police Advanced Driver Qualification. You will re-

ceive a written and verbal report of your driving as well as a certificate of comple-

tion. 

How much does it cost?   

The cost of the assessment is £40. 

How do I apply?   

You apply by completing the application form and returning to RoSPA with pay-

ment. You will contacted directly by a local assessor to arrange a date and location 

within 4-6 weeks.  

What next?   
Driving is a continual learning curve. As you gain more experience, your skills will 

continue to develop. The next step may be to undertake some advanced driving tui-

tion, to push your skills to the max!  
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1 Human Factors  6 Management of Space 

 Eyesight (number plate test)   Traffic Queues 

 Temperament  Urban  

 Consideration for Others   Open Road/Motorways 

 Concentration   Sides 

   

2 Use of Controls  7 Junctions/Other Hazards 

 Correctness   Speed on Approach 

 Vehicle Sympathy   Observations 

 Passenger Consideration   

  

3 Taking Information  8 System Driving 

 Forward Observations/Planning  Use of MSM Routine 

 Use of Mirrors   Position, Speed, Gear 

   

4 Signals  9 Positioning 

 Correctness  General  

 Timing   For Bends  

 Necessity   

   

5 Speed  10 Manoeuvres (If applicable)  

 Observation of Limits  Reversing  

 Use of   Slow Speed   

 

 

What skills are assessed? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Steele 

Membership Renewals 
 If you still have not renewed your membership for the current year then its still not too late.  Please 

see website to join electronically (preferred option) 

http://www.roadar-northeast.co.uk/ 

Or see the form at the back of this publication. 
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WANTED  
For Training Associates  

 
A N Other Rider  

A N Other Driver  
Would you like to share your skills with others? 

Why not become an advanced tutor? 

Interested? 

Email Neil Hamilton rider.training@roadar-northeast.co.uk ðBikes 

 Harry Moir  chairman@roadar-northeast.co.uk ðcars 
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A few of things that may be of interest to others. 

First 

A thank you Durham police for their approach to motorcycling and motorcyclists, it seems to 

work well without the problems suffered in North Wales! 

And then 

A tale of what not to do on a bike!  

In November last year I set off for a late season run around Scotland on the trusty Honda. Set off from 

Newcastle in grey but dry conditions, via Carter Bar, Peebles, and Motherwell to get onto the M74 and 

away to Stirling. From there, along to Tyndrum and on to Glen Coe, here I met the first snow storms 

and rain was but rewarded with some reasonable photos.  

 

Up to Spean Bridge and Fort Augustus whence a sharp right gets you onto the beautiful south side of 

Loch Ness, the B852. Takes a while but is a real treat and even in the middle of summer is a quiet run. 

Dores was the target for the night, a good B&B and great food in the Dores Inn on the loch side.  

As the night came in so did the weather and by the morning there were warnings of high winds and 

storms so reluctantly I cancelled the rest of the run and set off home down the A9. The rainôs no real 

problem with todayôs riding kit but by Perth the signs were warning of the Forth Bridge closed to mo-

torcyclists. At this point I turned west towards Stirling hoping to avoid trouble but before long I was 

blown across the A9 dual carriageway, fortunately through a handy break in the barrier! Now, this is 

where I really went wrong, carried on trying to get home, now via the Kincardine Bridge. It was the 

worst/daftest ride ever, fighting the wind every inch of the way, blown onto the hard shoulder of the 

Ramblings of a óMatureô rider (his words not mine! Ed) 
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M9 and bounced about by cross-winds at every hole in the hedge and every road end. Why didnôt I 

stop? Wish I knew, must have passed numerous warm hostelries where I could have sat it out, but no, 

must get home.  

Now, 8 months later Iôm still regularly visiting an osteopath trying to fix my neck! So if something like 

it happens again I hope Iôll have the sense to stop and enjoy some peaceful warmth ótil it all goes away! 

Just hope my warning can help others make the right decision. 

 

 

The aftermath! 

And finally, has anyone got the real story on why Northumbria Police have given up on their bike 

fleet? 

Paul 

Congratulations  é.. 

Driving Test Results .... 

Doreen Elvin ï Silver (Tutor John Steele) 

Margaret Bradshaw ï Silver (Tutor John Steele) 

If your success isn't published here and you would like it to be then please let me know! 


