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Event Calendar February 2010

Monthly Meetings What a winter !
3rd Tuesday or Thursday in

month February through No- ~
vember 7.30pm. The Park Farm
Hotel & Country Club, Banesley
Lane, Ravensworth, NE11 OHS.

2010

Feb Thurs 18 "3 Ray Forsyth
Presentation on Night Driving
from Northumbria Police Driving
School.

March Tues 16 " 8 AGM
Followed by an interactive ses-
sion with ROADAR examiners o -
AWhat the examiner is looking Is this evidence that global warming from exhaust emis-
sions is a myth ? .....
22 MPG and still the temp fallsitd2°C !

for6 Jim Muter

April Thur 22 "3 Lee Brown

A talk about driving with Parkin-
sons and how we can help and

encourage people with disabilitig
to come forward for tuition.

May Tues 18"
June Thurs 17"
July  Tues 20"
Aug  Thurs 19"
Sept Tues 21%
Oct  Thurs 21%
Nov  Tues 16"

Grand Parade, Tynemouth
http://www.roadar-northeast.co.uk/ y
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Forward from the Chair

2010: a few changes in store

First, | would like to wish Happy New Year to
al | of our members.
sees you all enjoying your driving/riding even
more with the help of your local group.

This year we are proposing a few changes
within the committee. Our Chairman, Harry
Moir, who has been at the wheel steering us
for as long as | can remember, is stepping
down. It is certainly more than ten years since
Harry took on this role and that is an incredi-
ble contribution for one individual to make. On
behalf of the committee and
the whole Northeast

Group, | would like

to thank Harry for

volunteering his time
and services over the
many years he has
been both Driver Tutor
and Chairman. We are {
delighted to reveal that
he is not going very far:
Harry will continue to {5
make a valuable contri-

bution as driving tutor |
while | take over the driv-

ing seat and become act-
ing Chairman & Treasurer, :
subject, of course, to the - ,,}'
Groupds agr eementAGM t

Remember that this is YOUR group and it is
only with members volunteering to help that
this group exists. Please come forward and

volunteer with any events, jobs, or suggestions
that you think might help us.

As a group we have quite a few events to at-
tend this year and we would appreciate any
hel p from members, eve
or two. Please check our website (www.roadar-
northeast.co.uk) and your newsletter for details
of upcoming events and meetings. If you can
help us out, either contact us on 07929 656
738 or speak to us at one of the meetings.

Lynne Wood Forsyth

Acting Chairman

2"y
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Letters
Dear Ed, publicity, give you an article to write, and it
(& Hi Mel) might get a few more members...

Thanks for the Newsletter.

What did you do with my "missing" apostrophe:
"Lowering the Group's Average Age" became
"Lowering the Groups Average AgeWwhich, of
course, means something completely different.

Graham Moor

I have had a look at the website and foriuits
really quite interesting and | see you guys got &
mention recently in the Sunderland Echo ....

I look forward to its return. http://www.sunderlandecho.com/news/4gdm

answersmedicatSOS.5971156.jp
John
Keep up the good work, | think it would make fg

Ahhh here it is .. O(Sorry John- Eats, Shoots an interesting talk at a monthly meeting. Ed.

and Leaves springs to miéded) Hi Mel

Re next newsletter, just a small thing, | recently
got my gold award and | am being nominated f¢

My name is Darren Wales, | am a ADI RoSPA the Everywoman award in November for wome
diploma holder and tutor on behalf of the North- in transport who have made some sort of differ
East branch, | work for a company called Driv- €nce/contribution to transport industry. The pe
etech who run speed awareness courses on be Ple who are nominating me for this award are
of Northumbria police, during the presentation | System driver training of Carlisle with whom |
pass on information to the public about the loca trained for my Safed Instructor badge for
group raising the profile of advanced driving, ~HGVC's last year. 1did my gold training with
there is quite a lot of interest from the public wh Jim Muter in December 09, am an ADI and tea
once become aware of the organisation feel the minibus training with much experience of drivin
too would like to improve their own driving stan- hgv's and motorcycles. If you would like to
dards. know more you could contact Lynda Gray at
System Training in Carlisle or myself.

Hi Mel,

Darren

_ Best regards
Hi Mel, Edwina Little

I'm part of the group and part time I work for — congratulations on passing the test and for the
Northern Doctors' Urgent Care in Gosforth. Ove omination for the Everywoman award nomina
the Christmas period, we had difficulty in attend tjony ves we would love to hear more please s
ing patient calls so we utilised the services of 4 ;s more informatiod it would make a great
Response North East (http:// article in the next newsletter.

Dr

ch
g

end

www.4x4responsenortheast.co.uk/index.php).
They are volunteers who drive 4x4 vehicles and Please send letters &ditor@roadar-
have supported us in getting Drs to home visits. northeast.co.uk

The purpose of this is to try to give them a little
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Group polo shirts and high  -vis jackets

1°2)

The club's preferred colour for polo shirts i
black or dark blue, but you can choose you
own colour.

=

The company will also put a black logo on
the reverse of a highis jacket for ROADAR
tutors.

The cost is £10, with an additional cost if
they supply the jacketdepending on your
requirements.

Embroidery is usually done within a day or
two of supplying or ordering the polo shirt,
and highvis jackets can be printed while
you-wait. Give them a call and refer to the
ROADAR logo.

A local company can now embroider our
ROADAR Northeast logo on your own polo John Ennis
shirt

and can supply shirts as well, according to
individual requirementsThe company is-:

LogoBear

Isle 3

Grainger Market
Newcastle upon Tyne
Tel: 0191 222 1138
http://www.logobear.co.uk

The embroidery cost alone is £7.50, with
additional cost if they supply the shirt.

Its your Newsletter

| try to publish the newsletter 4 times a year. Contributions from all members and associates dre w
come and valued and | would appreciate any submission no matter how small. Please send whate
you have to me at

editor@roadanortheast.co.uk



http://www.logobear.co.uk
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60 Second Committee Member ProfiRay Forsyth( Tr ai ni ng

Of ficer &

Hi, my name is Ray Forsyth. | first got involved with
advanced driving and the group some ten years
ago. This was when | was an active driving instruc-
tor in the Blyth area; | first started with the I.A.M and
upon the advice of a good friend and colleague,
Scott Ware, progressed to the then RoSPA local
group where the monthly meetings were held at the
6Dunl opdé factory in

| have been a tutor for the duration of my member-
ship - some ten years or so! In addition, | thoroughly
enjoy the challenges presented, as they are similar
to that of my everyday job, albeit at a slightly differ-
ent pace.

Training the membership gives me a huge sense of
satisfaction as | think | make a difference, and like
to see the finished results. Over the years | have
been a corrupting
members, and indeed the committee, and can al-
ways be relied upon to give my opinion on driving
whether needed or not.

readiness for a potential ambulance-driving role

with St John ambulance. This was duly carried out
and the member achieved
assessment. Subsequent t
re tests were carried out with successful results.
Foll owing a short time a
training following major surgery, | once again met

Wa s h ithisgpérsmmat one of the group meetings whilst |

gave a presentation on system driving. After a

while, some catching up, and several cups of cof-
fee, with a little help / push from a mutual friend, we
ended up getting married. response to the usual
guestion of o6what would
bers to get them to beco
that you will have to get married! Heaven forbid you
may already be married, and | would not like to
cause rifts in relationships. Nevertheless, you will
make long-standing friends within the group who

i nf |l ue nae éke-inindedratiieypursuit of Gedomingdhétteru p

drivers by being safer drivers.

In addition, this is the crux of what our
group is all about, being S.M.A.R.T. Drivers. Be-

Being a tutor has certainly made me take notice of cause as we all know ¢ééé
my own driving ability, and it certainly makes me
more self critical, as | strive to be as good as | can SAFER
be, in the process driving my wife to distraction with
constant in car tuition and commentary prompts MOTORISTS
when and where | think necessary. The following
scowl and threat of me walking home from wher- ARE
ever we are is usually enough for me to reign in any
further com- _ ROADAR
ments. . J o |

B : TRAINED.
One of the
strangest We just have to get out there and fly the
things that flag for system driving because it is the
has hap- only way to do it! If each member can
pened to me attempt to get one friend or family mem-
whilst tutor- ", ber to take up the challenge imagine how
Ing was safe the North east
when | was
asked to
look at the
driving of an Ray Forsyth
associate

member in

Do

w a

yo
me

[«})
[%2])
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The Flying Doctor & British Style!

The motoring life of Dr Anne Aitchison

As a driving tutor within my local group, | have the privilege of meeting many people all of whom

have a keen interest in their driving, as do | for that matter. | was however, taken aback when askec

tutor a student for her driving test who was a mere eighty years of age!

Born in 1929 this lady has quite an interesting motoring history, and has probably owned, & driven

more high quality motor vehicles than | could ever dream of, and indeed more varied forms of tr
than | would ever want to try!

She began driving lessons when she was at the tender age of three! Under the guidance of her
she had to reverse, and park her very own blue pedal car with immaculate precision. However,
her interest in cars turned into a | onging
pedals first!o

ansi

fath
whe
t

Her early forays into reversing at eleven years of age included reversing the horse and hay bogey o

neighbouring farm, and then one year later promotion happened! She was allowed to drive the t
Fordson green red spot. In her own words,

driver, any opportunity to get behind the wheel was taken, and memories of driving her mums 1
Vauxhall on farm tracks prepared her for her first motor bike. Then at the age of seventeen, a fu
cence was granted 6even for steam rollersbod

years later atthe age oftwesiyn €  Anne got her own car, a thi

camshaft and twin SU carburettors & a c¢cras
changes in this vehicle!

ract
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Due to personal circumstances, Anne qualified in medicine later on in her life and went into General

practice. This was a rural dispensing practice covering some 600 square miles of Northumberla
During this time in her own words, she was now beginning to earn some money, covering some
miles per annum so began a car renewal programme changing every two years and, getting bet
time!

The year of 1974 saw the arrival of a BMW 3.0 CSL. Followed by a succession of, Porsche mot
Starting with a 2.7, a 3.0, and finally a
change in marque albeit to another quality German motoring name came about. 1983 heralded
val of Audi, specifically the Audi Quattro
Just for good measure of course. Her heart and head were then swayed toward goentectstar of
Mer cedes Benz, and a 6C6 class Cosworth 6
rounds. Sever al more of the Mercedes mar qu
models.
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Finally, on the eleventh day, of the eleventh month, this year, Anne took her ROADAR Test Driv
der the watchful eye of Examiner Chris Bel
Anneds words, a ALovely caro achieving a w

Advanced driving techniqgues have al ways be
her I .A. M. test and some ten years | ater t
ensure she was keeping a reasonable driving standard.

There have also been several track days attended, and most obviously enjoyed. Stories of hill ¢

imbs

battling for position against 4% litre Bentleys! Have also slipped out. Then in 2005 RoSPA was at the

focus of her attention, after three observ
three years later, st due, and after a little polish on an already accomplished driving style Ann
achieved her latest Gold grading in 2009.

All of this | have been thoroughly entertained with, and as her tutor have looked forward to each
guent tuition session. It only remains for me to say a heartfelt thank you, and Congratulations A
Yours Faithfully

Ray Forsyth

ed
e

sub
nne.

Ray Forsyth with the Lifeline MTS Ltd Ambulance, Chrysler 300C (with a Bentley style grill)

Come on Tutors and Committee Members2 GRQITW EH 6

If you are a ROADAR Tutor then please take a minute to email me some information aboutégol
| have a template if you don't want to start from scratch. | will include the profile in future news
ters. If you have a mug shot then please send that too!!.
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